A GIRL, aged 15. History: About eighteen months ago, the tarsal joints became painful and swollen, first the right and then the left. About four months later the wrists became affected, the left first. The condition has steadily become worse, the pain has remained but varies from tiine to time, while the movements of the affected joints have become very limited.
of syphilis.
The treatment hitherto has been carried out apparently under the impression that the condition is tuberculous, for the wrists have been in plaster of Paris for three months. X-rays show very little bony change in the wrists.
The condition is thought to be due to a chronic infection and not to tubercle.
Mr. FITZWILLIAMs added that he thought tubercle could not possibly be the cause of the trouble owing to the numbers of the joints &ffected, and also from the fact that many of the smaller joints were infected. He thought it was a chronic infection due to the chronic absorption of infection through the mucous membranes, but at present it was very difficult to say where the source of infection had been, as it had certainly cleared up now as far as could be discovered. Before the meeting it had been his intention to break down the adhesions and to move the wrist-joints, but several members had advised him to wait and to trust a little longer to general treatment, and this advice he intended to take.
